
Dear Parents:

As we approach the end of the 3rd. bimester, I want to thank you for the tremendous support you all shared during the period of the Olympics.  The APAFA and the teachers who supported them did an outstanding job and we are all delighted with the results.

Mrs. Mara Berecic,  has recently completed a study of the work on social habits of our secondary students.  It makes very interesting reading. I am including the conclusions here but will happily send the entire results to any parent who would like to see them.  Please email lgarcia@fleming.edu.pe and she will send them to you.  

Fleming Website

We are at the moment designing a completely new website, we still don’t have a completion date for this, but I hope it will be very soon.  As well as containing the usual general information on school, ethos, admission policies, etc., we hope to make it a very dynamic website which parents can access for up to date information on what the children are studying at school, how our sports teams are performing, examples of student’s work, letters from the Headmaster, and results of  “encuestas” such as the one done by Mrs. Berecic.  I hope you will find it very informative and useful.

Trip to U.K.

The school  has organized a school exchange trip to England in January.  Teachers accompanying the students will be Mr. Ricky Qvist and Mrs. Lucía Bazán.  There has been such popular demand for the trip that we hope now to organize it twice a year, once on July and once in January.

International Exchange – AFS

While we are on the subject of international exchange, I am pleased to tell you that we are now fully cooperating with AFS (American Field Service), to ensure we have students from other cultural backgrounds in the school.  We where recently joined by  Corina Bies, from Switzerland, who will be studying in our 4th. year.  I am pleased to say she has been warmly welcomed by the Fleming students and has settled in very well.

Last year I wrote a Procedure Policy for permission for students to be absent from school.  I have slightly revised this and the school permission procedure is as follows:

Attendance

Assistance to school is obligatory unless students are sick. All students must attend to school from the first to the last day of each bimester.

In case of illness, every absence from school must be justified in the Homework Diary  by the parents.  When a student is absent for 4 or more days, or when he/she can not attend activities on their return to school (Physical Education  for example) a Medical Certificate will also be required.

In some cases the school will authorize absences;  parents must request permission from the Headmaster in anticipation.  Only the Headmaster can authorize the absence of the students.

The school will always authorize the absence of students that:

· Need to be with their family in case of death or serious illness.

· Require urgent medical treatment.

Normally the school will also authorize the absence of students that:

· Have been selected to represent Perú in a sport’s competition.

· Have to assist to an important family event, such as the graduation of a family member.

· Exceptional circumstances.

The school will authorize limited absence for students that:

· Represent their sports club in preparation for possible selection for the mentioned team.  Students will be given a maximum of 5 school days per year for this occasions. 

· Permission to represent clubs will not be given during exam periods or if the student has poor academic, conduct and/or effort grades.

Parents can choose not sending their children to school even if they don’t have the authorization. However,  it is very important that they know the consequences of a non-authorized absence:
· They cannot ask teachers for the work the students did during the absence period.

· They cannot ask teachers to update the students when he/she returns.

· Students that don’t assist to school without authorization will have “0” in the exams or works programmed for that period.

· A student can be excluded from school for repeated non-authorized absences.

An Evening of Jazz

Since I arrived I have been keen to establish Fleming as a centre of cultural excellence in the city.  I was therefore very pleased with our recent collaboration with the Alianza Francesa and the night of Jazz in the Teatro Municipal. I would like to thank those parents who attended.  I am sure they enjoyed the show and even if the music was a little original for some I am sure they appreciated  music of a very high quality.  It  was a successful attempt to bring new ideas to the city and to Fleming.

I was however, a little disappointed that several parents took tickets and did not attend; this meant that many people who wanted to go and would have attended couldn’t.

LAHC Conference

Two of our 5th. year students, Fiorella Vásquez and Julio Bustamante have been selected to attend an international conference  in Madre de Dios, discussing the future in the Amazon rainforest.  They will debate many issues with students from British schools in Latin American countries, from Mexico to Argentina, from Colombia and Brazil.  Congratulations to them.

Security

I am rather concerned as we all are about the level of security in the city.  We have done our best to ensure that the salida is as safe as we can make it.  Once, however, a student leaves the school premises, it is the responsibility of the parents to ensure that their children get home safely.  We recommend therefore, that parents park correctly within the yellow lines provided and then come into the school to collect their children.  We also recommend that parents do not purchase any thing from the street vendors outside the school as this leads to confusion, which can be dangerous.

Graduation – 5th. year

It is important to realise that while some students may pass the year they may not meet the Fleming requirements for graduation and therefore will not take part in the graduation ceremony.  These requirements  include passing English at the minimum of PET level and of achieving a  minimum average of 3 in Effort and Conduct.  The other criteria can be obtained from lgarcia@fleming.edu.pe
APAFA

The APAFA continue with their excellent service to the school.  Mr. Bernardo Alva and his team held a successful assembly with parents on the 23rd. of September.  At the meeting I had the opportunity to present a progress report on the three year development plan which I wrote last year.  This presentation will be placed on the website once it is concluded.  It can be obtained from lgarcia@fleming.edu.pe
Sustained Silent Reading

I am delighted to inform you that we have now finally started our campaign to turn into a school where students read.  Every day now begins with a short period of silent reading.  The school is silent and the students, staff and administrative all read.  The atmosphere is really great.  (If you would like to participate it would be lovely to have you.  Call Mrs. Lucía Campana to let us know you are coming and then simply arrive at 7:30 am. with your book.  We will escort you to a classroom where you will read and act as a role model for the students.  The period is finished by 7:50 am.  English hour !  so if you are late, I’m afraid it will be over… and of course pleas hold reading periods in your home.  Switch of the telly and everybody sit to read.  You may be surprised how enjoyable it could be.

Children’s  Rights Week

I want to thank and congratulate the parents of our students of Nursery the Villa who participated so enthusiastically during the week of the Children’s Rights.  Their performance of children’s stories in the classrooms were marvellous.  Their children were really fascinated.

And finally congratulations to the following students:

Myra Jara, Inés Mesía, Emerson Malca, Iván Portocarrero y Rafael Torres for their entry to the Universidad de Piura; Julio Bustamante for his entry to the Universidad de Lima;  Simone de Souza for taking part in the Selección Peruana de Golf Pre-Juvenil in a contest in Brasil, where  Perú achieved the prize of Campeón Sudamericano Pre-Juvenil;  Micaela Salaverry, Andrés Castro and Yoshio Sugashima for having won the  Concurso Infantil de Dibujo y Pintura “Chan Chan en el Corazón  de los Niños”; and Diego Escobedo, Gerardo Graña, Myra Jara, Ivan Portocarrero, John Vásquez y Erick Vigo for their participation in the workshop “Los Jóvenes Trujillanos y el Congreso” were our students showed their ability to think and to manage to make a few politicians sweat with their articulate points of view.  Well done to them all!

Have a pleasant holiday.

Sincerely,

Alan Nocker

Headmaster

Fleming College





The Headmaster’s Letter





October,  2004
































